POL 453: The Rise of China Seminar


Dr. Shelley Rigger						Fall Semester 2013
Preyer 201-B							Tu/Th 3:05-4:20, Chambers 1015
704-894-2505							Office hours:	Wed. 8:30-2:00
										Fri. 9:00-3:00

Overview

This seminar offers advanced students an opportunity to explore contemporary Chinese politics, economics, and society in detail. We will discuss the most active debates in China-watching circles as well as topics of interest to students in the seminar. Each student will write a research paper on an aspect of contemporary China that is of interest to him or her. The paper will satisfy the Major Paper requirement in Political Science.

The seminar will give students opportunities to:

· Become familiar with aspects of contemporary Chinese politics, economics, and society that are attracting interest from students, scholars, policy-makers, and other experts;
· Understand the context and significance of current developments in China;
· Practice advanced reading of social science texts – the kind of reading that is expected in graduate and professional schools;
· Design and carry out original research, culminating in a major research paper; and
· Communicate complex information and analysis orally and in writing.

The course has four graded components:

· A major paper (including graded components [1/3] and final product [2/3]) – 50%
		Topic Presentation (oral): due 9/19
		Topic statement and sources (written): due 9/19
Literature Review (written): due 10/24
Argument summary (written): due 11/7
· Weekly reading responses – 20%
· Seminar presentation – 15%
· Seminar participation – 15%

The class is divided into two reading groups. Most weeks, the two groups will read different texts. One member of each group (you should rotate this responsibility) must post a summary of the argument of that group’s assigned reading (approximately 1 page) no later than Tuesday at 9 PM. Everyone must write a reading response that summarizes and comments on his/her group’s assigned reading AND comments on its relationship to the other group’s reading, based on the summary that has been posted. In other words, no one can do their homework if the summaries are not done well, and on time. 



Weekly schedule (some weeks will differ):

Sunday, noon: One member of each group posts a summary of the argument of his/her group’s assigned reading to Moodle.

Monday, midnight: All students post their reading responses to Moodle.

Tuesday, 3:05-4:20: Class meeting focused on the content of the reading assignment.

Thursday, 3:05-4:20: Class meeting focuses on discussion topics left unfinished in the previous class, and on the nuts and bolts of reading, research, and writing.

Class Policies

Disabilities: If you have a physical disability or a learning disability documented by Davidson College and need accommodations, please let me know early in the semester. Any student with a documented disability who needs to arrange accommodations must contact Kathy Bray Merrell of the Dean of Student’s Office (X2225) at the start of the semester.  

My office is located on the second floor of Preyer. There is no elevator, so it is not accessible to people with impaired mobility. If you have difficulty climbing stairs, even temporarily, I would be happy to meet you in another location. 

Honor Code: Anything you hand in is pledged work. Please write the honor code on the cover sheet of your work (“On my honor I pledge that I have neither given nor received help on this work, nor am I aware of any violation on the part of others.”). Make sure you understand the definition of plagiarism. If you have any questions, doubts or concerns, come and talk to me. 

A seminar is by nature collaborative. You are supposed to talk with your classmates about the course, including your research. We will discuss how to maintain academic integrity within collaboration; if you’re not sure about something, ask.

Extensions: Work that is handed in after class on the day an assignment is due will be penalized 1/3 of a grade for each day it is late. It is always to your advantage to hand in a paper, even late. If you are having printer trouble, email the paper as an attachment. Do not assume you have secured my permission for something unless you have spoken to me in person or received an e-mail or voice mail message from me.

Please do not ask for extensions because you have “too much work;” everyone does, and it’s unfair to give extensions to those who ask, while those who don’t ask end up with less time to do a good job. Also, no extensions will be granted for extracurricular commitments. Look at your athletic, musical, union and theatrical schedules in advance, and plan your work accordingly. 

Electronic Devices: All cell phones must be turned off for the duration of class, including text messaging. Do not leave class to send or receive texts or other messages. You may use a laptop to take notes, but please keep your focus on the discussion. Facebook can wait!
Schedule of Assignments
(each reading assignment is due the day it appears on the schedule)

8/27: Welcome and Overview; how to read difficult texts; course content
8/29: The legacy of the past in how we study Chinese politics today
· Heilmann and Perry: Mao’s Invisible Hand¸ chapters 1, 2 and 3 (bookstore)
· Elizabeth Perry, “Studying Chinese Politics: Farewell to Revolution?” The China Journal, (Jan. 2007).
· Gail Hershatter, “Disquiet in the House of Gender,” Journal of Asian Studies (Nov. 2012).

Part I: Politics

9/3: Political Reform 
· Joseph Fewsmith, The Logic and Limits of Political Reform in China (A) (DC library e-book)
· Minxin Pei, China’s Trapped Transition (B) (DC library e-book)
· Cheng Li, “The End of the CCP’s Resilient Authoritarianism?” China Quarterly 2012:595-623.

9/5: Major Paper: What is it, and how should I approach it? 

9/10 & 9/12: NO CLASS: Use this time to find a topic and identify sources for your major paper
· Email me by Wednesday (9/11) at 5 PM with a short description of your topic

9/17: The Chinese Communist Party 
· James Kai-sing Kung and Shuo Chen, “The Tragedy of the Nomenklatura: Career Incentives and Political Radicalism during China’s Great Leap Famine,” American Political Science Review  (Feb. 2011).
· James McGregor, The Party (A)
· David Shambaugh: China’s Communist Party: Atrophy and Adaptation (B)

9/19: Major Paper: Topic Presentations, Research Strategies 

9/24: How the Chinese System Works today
· Heilmann and Perry, chapters 9 & 10
· Joseph Fewsmith, “Xi Jinping’s Fast Start,” China Leadership Monitor
· Cheng Li, “A Biographical and Factional Analysis of the Post-2012 Politburo, China Leadership Monitor
· John Garnaut, The Rise and Fall of the House of Bo (available for purchase here)
· Guy de Jonquieres, “China’s Challenges,” ECIPE Policy Briefs, 2012 (email)
· Evan Osnos, “Boss Rail,” The New Yorker (Oct. 22, 2012).

9/26: Major Paper: writing a literature review; relating research to debates in the literature
· Hand in a one-page description of your research topic and a one-page list of sources; be prepared to introduce your project orally in class

10/1: Compliance and Resistance
· Yongshun Cai, Collective Resistance in China: Why Popular Protests Succeed or Fail (A)
· Theresa Wright, Accepting Authoritarianism (B)
· Gunter Schubert, “Village Elections, Citizenship and Regime Legitimacy in Contemporary China,” Institute for China and Korea Studies
· Ying Sun, “Municipal People’s Congress Elections in the PRC: a process of co-optation,” Journal of Contemporary China (2013).

10/3: Major Paper: Research Strategies

Economics and Policy 

10/8: China’s Economy in Global Perspective 
· Joe Studwell, How Asia Works: Success and Failure in the World’s Most Dynamic Region (A)
· Michael Pettis: The Great Rebalancing( DC library e-book) (B)
· The Eurasia Group, “China’s Great Rebalancing Act”
· Stephen S. Roach, “Misreading China’s Rebalacing” Caijing, July 30, 2013

10/10: Continue the discussion of China’s economy

10/15: NO CLASS (Fall Break)

10/17: China’s Economy in National Perspective
· Nicholas R. Lardy, Sustaining China's Economic Growth After the Global Financial Crisis (A) (DC library ebook)
· Ed Steinfeld, Playing our Game (B) (DC library ebook)
· Derek Scissors, “Chinese State-owned Enterprises and U.S.-China Relations Today” Testimony before the U.S.–China Economic and Security Review Commission, March 30, 2011

Economics and Society

10/22: China’s Economy from the Inside 
· Mary Gallagher, Contagious Capitalism: Globalization and the Politics of Labor in China (DC library ebook) – Gang of Four Group
· Kellee Tsai, Capitalism without Democracy: The Private Sector in Contemporary China (DC library ebook) – Lin Biao Group
· Yasheng Huang, Capitalism with Chinese Characteristics: Entrepreneurship and the State (DC library e-book) – Zhou Enlai Group

10/24: Continue the discussion of China’s economic reform
	Hand in literature review


10/29: China’s 1% 
· John Osburg, Anxious Wealth: Money and Morality Among China's New Rich (A) (DC library e-book)
· Li Zhang, In Search of Paradise: Middle-Class Living in a Chinese Metropolis (B) DC library e-book)

10/31: Making an argument
	Be prepared to talk about what you think the argument of your paper will be

11/5: The Other 99
· Tom Miller, China's Urban Billion: The Story Behind the Biggest Migration in Human History (DC library e-book) – Gang of Four Group
· Michelle Loyalka, Eating Bitterness: Stories from the Front Lines of China’s Great Urban Migration (DC library ebook) – Zhou Enlai Group
· Leslie Chang, Factory Girls – Lin Biao Group

11/7: Continue discussion of the social consequences of China’s economic reform
	Hand in summary of argument

11/12: Rural China Today
· Hsiao-hung Pai, Scattered Sand: The Story of China’s Rural Migrants (A)
· Dan Wang, The Demoralization of Teachers: Crisis in a Rural School in China (B) DC library e-book)
· Heilmann and Perry, chapter 4 
· Robert Ash, “Squeezing the Peasants,” The China Quarterly (2006).

11/14: Measuring Social Change in China
· Martin Whyte, The Myth of the Social Volcano (buy a copy here) – chapters 1-3, conclusion
· Print and read at least two reviews or critiques of Whyte’s book

11/19: More on Measuring Social Change 
· Martin Whyte, The Myth of the Social Volcano (purchase a copy here) – chapters 4, 5, 6 ,7 and 9 
· Heilmann and Perry, Chapter 8
· Yunxiang Yan, “Food Safety and Social Risk in Contemporary China,” The Journal of Asian Studies (2012).

11/21: Legal and Political Responses to Social Change in China
· Gary King, J. Pan, and M. Roberts, “How Censorship in China Allows Government Criticism but Silences Collective Expression,” APSA 2012 Annual Meeting paper.
· Heilman and Perry, chapters 5, 6 and 7
· Karen Eggleston, Jean C. Oi, Scott Rozelle, Ang Sun, Andrew Walder and Xueguang Zhou (2013). “Will Demographic Change Slow China's Rise?” The Journal of Asian Studies, 72, pp. 505-518 OPTIONAL READING
[bookmark: _GoBack]

11/26: China in the World
· David Shambaugh, China Goes Global: The Partial Power (A)
· Ed Luttwak, The Rise of China vs The Logic of Strategy (B)
· Alastair Iain Johnston, “How New and Assertive is China’s New Assertiveness,” International Security, 37:4 (spring 2013).

11/28: NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Break

12/3: Identity and Politics in the PRC Today
· Wang Zheng, Never Forget National Humiliation: Historical Memory in Chinese Politics and Foreign Relations  OPTIONAL READING
· Wenfang Tang and Benjamin Darr, “Chinese Nationalism and its Political and Social Origins,” Journal of Contemporary China (2012).
· Emily T. Yeh, “Blazing Pelts and Burning Passions: Nationalism, Cultural Politics, and Spectacular  Decommodification in Tibet,” Journal of Asian Studies (May 2013)
· Seo, J. and Cho, Y. C., “Rethinking Beijing's Geostrategic Sensibilities to Tibet and Xinjiang: Images and Interests.” Pacific Focus (2013)
· Jessica Koch, “Economic Development and Ethnic Separatism in Western China,” Murdoch University Asia Research Center working paper #134.
· Fu Lai Tony Yu and Diana S. Kwan, “Social Construction of National Reality: Tibet and Taiwan,” Journal of Chinese Political Science  (2013).
· Enze Han, “From domestic to international: the politics of ethnic identity in Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia,” Nationalities Papers (2011).
· Gloria Chou, “Autonomy in Xinjiang: Institutional Dilemmas and the Rise of Uighur Ethno-nationalism,” The Josef Korbel Journal of Advanced International Studies - Summer (2012).

12/5: Student-led seminars

12/11: paper due

Recommended Reading:

Craig Simons, “The Devouring Dragon: How China’s Rise Threatens Our Natural World” 
Timothy Beardson, Stumbling Giant: the Threats to China’s Future
Guobin Yang, The Power of the Internet in China
Tyrene White, China’s Longest Campaign
Peter Hayes Gries, China’s New Nationalism
Allen Carlson, Mary E. Gallagher, Kenneth Lieberthal, Melanie Manion, Eds., Contemporary Chinese Politics (focuses on sources and methods)
Peter Gries and Stanley Rosen, Eds., Chinese Politics: State, Society and the Market 



Blogs and News Sources:

http://www.tealeafnation.com/
http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/
http://cmp.hku.hk/
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/
http://www.chinasmack.com/
http://blog.lareviewofbooks.org/chinablog
https://cpm.inklingmarkets.com/ (Prediction Market for events in China)

