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The rise of China from self-isolation to global economic, political, and cultural influence is one of the most powerful developments of our age. It is a fast-changing story; it seizes our attention and doesn’t let go. Easy answers elude us; complexity overwhelms certainty. Writers who seek to tell the story of China’s rise face both technical and ethical challenges. It is impossible to capture the full range and variety of experiences within China in a single text; simplification is inevitable. But when does simplification become oversimplification – even stereotyping? What is the appropriate balance between presenting factual information and placing that information within a broader context? Does judgment automatically imply bias? These are questions journalists and scholars who write about China struggle with every day. In this course we will look at writing about China with these questions in mind. We will develop skills and practices of good writing through reading good writing that takes China as its subject and by analyzing texts to see how they respond to the question, “How should we write about China?” Through a sequence of writing assignments, students will cultivate skills in reading, argumentation, research, revision, and editing.

Learning Goals

Through the reading, writing, and research projects assigned in this course, as well as our class meetings, you will learn to: 
· Read texts closely and critically 
· Identify and evaluate arguments and evidence in written texts
· Make fair and effective use of the work of others
· Draft and revise arguments
· Use the library’s print and digital resources for your academic writing 

Preparation, Participation, and Attendance

You will be expected to come to class with relevant texts and assignments, prepared to participate in a lively, informed manner. Because participation is crucial to this course, please try to attend every class. You may miss 3 classes unexcused without directly lowering your grade, but use those absences wisely, because each absence after 3 lowers your final grade by 1/3 of a letter. For instance, a student with a B- final grade who missed 4 classes would earn a C+ for the semester. Attendance also can affect participation and paper grades. Your grade for class participation will depend upon the quality and consistency of your contributions to class, your effort in workshops, and the timely completion of all assignments. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to become apprised of class content, including lectures, discussions, assignments, and schedule changes. If you must miss more than 3 classes because of serious illness or other verifiable hardships, you must consult with me to arrange for make-up work.
Essays & Assignments

You will write 4 essays as well as in-class assignments and reading responses. In addition, you will give an oral presentation and prepare for writing workshops. Assignment due dates are listed in the syllabus. Work handed in after these deadlines will be considered late and will be penalized a full letter grade for each day late. If you need an extension, you must clear it with me a week before the assignment is due. NOTE: Preyer is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday. It is locked at night and on weekends. If you need to drop off a paper or pick up a draft, make sure you get there before lock-up.

Please do not ask for extensions because you have “too much work;” everyone does, and it’s unfair to give extensions to those who ask, while those who don’t ask end up with less time to do a good job. Also, no extensions will be granted for extracurricular commitments. Look at your athletic, musical, union and theatrical schedules in advance, and plan your work accordingly. 

All papers must be typed in a standard 12-point font, double-spaced with one-inch margins, and stapled. CITE ALL SOURCES. All papers must provide complete bibliographic citations for ALL materials used, including assigned sources, following MLA Style (Although style manuals are available in the reference section of the library, I urge you to purchase your own). You are encouraged to see me for help, to use the Writing Center, and to exchange papers with classmates, provided you indicate in your pledge who helped you and how.

Honor Code

Strict compliance with the College’s academic honesty and integrity policies is required throughout this course.  It is your responsibility to ensure that you have a complete understanding of the honor code as it applies to each assignment.    

While I encourage you to talk about class materials with your classmates (and anyone else you can find who’s interested), when the time comes to complete written work, it must yours alone. Ideas and phrases that originated with others need to be quoted or paraphrased, and cited. Bear in mind that one sign of conscientious research is an abundance of quotations and citations. If you ever have a question about citation, plagiarism or anything else, please speak to me. I am happy to help you learn the proper techniques and procedures of scholarly research. You may use the spelling and grammar checking features of your word processor. You may ask friends to read your papers for clarity. They may identify errors but they should not correct your mistakes for you. I encourage you to use the Writing Center.

Anything you hand in is pledged work. But as a reminder of its importance, I would like you to write out the honor code on the first page of any work you hand in. ("On my honor I pledge that I have neither given nor received help on this work, nor am I aware of any violation on the part of others.") If you have any questions, doubts, or concerns about any aspect of the honor code, please come and talk to me. If you are unsure of how you should cite material used in an essay, I am happy to help you figure out the correct citation format. 


Inclusion and Accommodation

Davidson College is committed to ensuring the full participation of all students in its programs. If you have a documented disability (or think you may have a disability) and, as a result, need a reasonable accommodation to participate in this class, complete course requirements, or benefit from the College’s programs or services, contact Kathy Bray in the Dean of Students Office (x2225). To receive academic accommodations, you must be registered with the Dean of Students Office. The Dean’s office works with students confidentially and does not disclose any disability-related information without permission. For further information about services for students with disabilities, please contact Dean Bray.

Electronic Devices

All cell phones and other electronic devices, including laptops, must be turned off for the duration of class, including text messaging. Do not leave class to send or receive texts or other messages. If you must use a laptop to take notes, disable wifi during class time. Facebook can wait. So can your lunch plans. Use this as an opportunity to learn how to disconnect. If you want to understand why I have implemented this policy, please read this essay by Clay Shirky: “Why I Just Asked My Students to Put their Laptops Away.”

Moodle

I will use Moodle to share course information, communicate with you, and post assignments. If you have a question about course materials, check Moodle first. Chances are, the answer will be there. You can use the email function in Moodle to communicate with the entire class, but bear in mind that messages sent from Moodle go to everyone in the class, so exercise good judgment.

The Writing and Speaking Centers

The Writing Center and Speaking Center provide trained peer tutors to help students with writing and public speaking.  I encourage you to use the Centers for your papers and presentations.

Grade Breakdown 
Essay 1 (reading response) ……………………….	10%
Essay 2 (discussion of an argument)……………......	15%
Essay 3 (comparison of arguments)………………	20%
Essay 4 (analysis of media coverage)………….....	25%
Journalism Journals…………………………………	7.5%
Oral presentation…………………………………..	7.5%
Participation (including writing workshops)……….	15%

Grading
94-100 = A
90-93 = A-
87-89 = B+
84-86 = B, etc.

Schedule
Readings and other assignments are due on the day on which they are listed
(it is okay to read ahead)

Week 1

8/22: Readers and Writers

8/24: Two Student Writers, Two Perspectives on China 
· Liu, Yi-ling. “Tiptoeing Around the Great Firewall of China.” Yale Daily News, N.p. 7 Nov. 2013. Web. 6 Aug. 2015. 
· Zhang, Grace. “What the Chinese Education Minister is Really Trying to Say.” The Journal of Political Risk, N.p., July 2015. Web. 6 Aug. 2015.

8/26: Resources for Writers
· Davidson Writer, Introduction
· Purdue Online Writing Lab (take 10-20 minutes to explore the website)

Part 1: The Writer as Observer

Week 2

8/29: Peter Hessler, “An American Hero in China”
· Johnson, Ian. “An American Hero in China.” New York Review of Books, N.p. 7 May 2015. (Moodle)
· Country Driving, pp. 5-59

8/31: “The Wall”
· Country Driving, pp. 60-88
· 3-page paper due (Response to Liu and Zhang)

9/2: “The Wall”
· Country Driving, pp. 89-122
· He Xiaoxin. “How Far Can I Go?” China Digital Times, N.p. 8 Aug. 2015. Web 18 Aug. 2015. (Chinese version)

Week 3

9/5: Thinking about writing
· Country Driving, pp. 125-178
· Five things you like/don’t like about Peter Hessler’s writing 

9/7: Plagiarism and citation 
· Davidson Writer, Ethical Use of Sources part 1, Ethical Use of Sources part 2
· Purdue OWL, MLA Guidelines (browse overview/workshop and formatting/style guide)
· Country Driving, pp. 178-224

9/9: “The Village”
· Country Driving, pp. 224-276 (flag a sentence or paragraph you particularly like/dislike)
· five goals you have for improving your writing 

Week 4

9/12: “The Factory”
· Country Driving, pp. 281-367(flag a sentence or paragraph you particularly like/dislike)

9/14: What does Peter Hesser really think?
· Country Driving, pp. 367-424
· 4 page draft due in class, post to Moodle by 5 PM

9/16: Writing Workshop
· Complete peer critiques for your assigned papers

Week 5

9/19: Introducing the PRC Economy: From Mao to Reform and Opening
· 4 page revised paper due

Part 2: The Writer as Researcher and Analyst

9/21: Designing Oral Presentations 
· Huang, Capitalism with Chinese Characteristics, Preface, Chapter 1

9/23: Reading Social Science	
· Davidson Writer, Discerning a Writer’s Intellectual Agenda
· Davidson Writer, Interpreting Assignments
· Davidson Writer, Identifying Disagreements

Week 6

9/26: Defining “Capitalism” in China	
· Lardy, Markets over Mao, Chapter 1 
· Lardy, Markets over Mao, Chapter 2
· Oral presentations, groups 1& 2

9/28: What became of China’s entrepreneurs? 
· Huang, Capitalism with Chinese Characteristics, Chapters 2 and 3
· Oral presentations, groups 3 & 4

9/30: What has become of China’s private sector?  
· Lardy, Markets over Mao, Chapter 3
· Oral presentation, group 5

Week 7

10/3: Responding to difficult texts
· Davidson Writer, What’s your Claim?
· Davidson Writer, Locating Contradictory Data or Ideas
· Davidson Writer, Qualifiers and Counterclaims

10/5: Debating China’s Private Sector Development
· Lardy, Markets over Mao, Chapter 4

Interlude: Strolling through Shanghai

10/7: Developing your own arguments
· Davidson Writer, Drafting, also this, this and this
· Download and read “Sentences for Relationships” (on Moodle, under Writing Resources)
· Begin reading Schmitz, The Street of Everlasting Happiness

Week 8

10/10 – 10/14: We will not meet as a group during this week. You should use the week to:
· Take a breath: check in with yourself, assess how things are going, have a conversation with someone who cares about you, review your timeline for the semester. 
· Go to a location on campus that you haven’t been yet (don’t take your phone) and sit/stand there for 10 minutes, just noticing what’s going on around you
· Finish reading Schmitz, The Street of Everlasting Happiness
· Think about the paper assignment
· Develop a thesis for the paper assignment
· Begin drafting your paper
      … in that order (more or less)

Week 9 

10/17: Driving versus Strolling
· Post a thesis for the essay to Moodle by 5 PM

10/19: Thesis sharing and discussion
· Read your classmates’ thesis statements, and be prepared to offer helpful feedback
10/21: Peer critique group discussions
· First draft is due in class – be ready to discuss questions & problems with your peer critique group
· 5-7 page draft due at 10 PM (POST TO MOODLE)

 Week 10

10/24: Writing Workshop
· Complete peer critiques for your assigned papers

Part 3: The Writer as Reporter: Journalism about China

10/26: Is Western media coverage biased? The Allegation
· Pu Zhengdong. “Journalists see bias in Western coverage.” China Daily, N.p. 5 March 2014. Web. 1 Aug. 2015.
· “CNN: What’s Wrong with You?” ChinaDaily.com.cn. 2 Apr. 2008.
· “Where Does Western Media Bias Come From?” PRC Consulate, Manchester, July 2009.
· Didi Kirsten Tatlow. “In Poll, Many Chinese ‘Angry’ at Perceived U.S. Media Bias.” New York Times, N.p. 4 Nov 2013. Web. 11 Aug. 2015.
· Post your topic for the next essay to Moodle by 5 PM

10/28: Is Western media coverage biased? A Campus Debate
· Chris Berdik. “In China, Western Journalists Face Challenges, Threats.” BU Today, N.p. 17 Apr. 2008. (Read the comments as well as the article)
· Chris Berdik. “Is the World Against China?” BU Today, N.p. 25 Apr. 2008.

[bookmark: _GoBack]REPLACE these readings

· 5-7 page revised paper due 

Week 11

10/31: How journalists see their role
· Review the Code of Ethics of the Society for Professional Journalists – identify 5 items in the code that you find most relevant, interesting, challenging, or puzzling and read at least some of the linked documents
· Journalism journal 1 (Post to Moodle by 9 AM)

11/2: How readers see the media
· Jonathan Stray. “How do you tell when the media is biased?” NiemanLab.org, N.p. 27 June 2012. Web. 21 Aug. 2016.
· Paul Farhi. “Why Everyone (it seems) Hates the Media” Washington Post, N.p. 10 Nov. 2015. Web. 21 Aug. 2016.
· Kevin Canfield. “Why Everyone Hates the Media” Salon, N.p. 23 Dec. 2011. Web. 21 Aug. 2016

11/4: Does coverage of China meet the SPJ standards?
· Journalism journal 2 (Post to Moodle by 9 AM)





Week 12

11/7: Individual meetings
· Bring a thesis statement, outline, and as much of a draft as you can to our meeting
· Journalism journal 3 (Post to Moodle by 9 AM)

11/9: Individual meetings
· Bring a thesis statement, outline, and as much of a draft as you can to our meeting

11/11: Is Western media coverage biased? A conversation among reporters
· Kaiser Kuo. “China in the Western Media: Examining the Lens.” Speech to “Think In China,” (Beijing, 6/16/15) with responses from Scott Savitt and Paul J. Mooney. (Moodle)
· Paul French. “Writing About China and Eponymous Adjectives.” Los Angeles Review of Books Blog. N.p. 27 Nov. 2013. Web 11 Aug. 2015.
· Journalism journal 4 (Post to Moodle by 9 AM)

Week 13

11/14: Guest Speaker: Scott Savitt 
· Watch this video interview with Chinese author Xu Zhiyuan
· 5-7 page paper draft due in class, post to Moodle by 5 PM

11/16: Writing Workshop

11/18:  Back to Where we Started: How the New Yorker Writes China
· Matt Schiavenza, “New Yorker Writers: How Coverage of China has Evolved,” Asia Society, N.p. 16 Dec. 2015. Web. 21 Aug. 2016.
· Watch this panel discussion among New Yorker writers discussing the challenges of writing about China (click on the second video link – the length of the video is 1:27:46)

Week 14

11/21: So, what do you think?
· 5-7 page paper due in class 

11/23 & 11/25:  Thanksgiving Break

Week 15

11/28: Course evaluation, self-evaluation

11/30: Final paper discussion (Read the comments on your final paper carefully before class)

12/2: What comes next? 
· Davidson Writer, Writing Across the College – read the main page, and one of the linked pages in a discipline of interest to you
